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FIND ME A GOOD PARTNER PLEASE !.................. ( Article by

Dr. Sigmund T. Schukelgruber )

Par tner s a re u su a lly  th e topic of um pteen  br idge jokes.. . . . . . th e per fect

scapegoat  to take a ll the blam e when  th ings go w rong. Pa r tners a re th er e

to take a ll th e flak.. . . . . th ey  a re th ere to be wh ipped, and shot  a t  . . . . . . . like

sit t ing  du cks a t  a  fa irg round a rcade.  Par tner s a r e th ere to be in su lted a s

ev idenced by  th is collect ion  of hum orou s sn ipes :

When  m y  par tner  goes to a  m ind reader ,  h e's on ly  ch arged ha lf-pr ice

I hav e often  w an ted to drown  m y  t roubles,  bu t  I can  nev er  get  m y

par tner  to go sw imm ing

The difference betw een  m y  pa r tner  and a  ca r  ba ttery  is th a t  th e la tter

does hav e a  posit iv e side

I a lw ay s forg iv e m y  pa r tner  for  h is m istakes.. . . . th inking  is un fam ilia r

ter r itor y  to h im

I am  qu ite fa ir  to a ll m y  pa r tner s. . . . .I tr ea t  th em  a ll equa lly  like idiots

You  m ust  excu se m y  br idge pa r tner .. . . .h e fell ser iou sly  ill a  few  y ea rs

ago, wh ich  r endered h im  tota lly  annoy ing

I on ly  play  br idge to pun ish  m y  par tner

You  ar e lu cky  to h av e m e a s y ou r  pa r tner  since I am  not  a s

judgem enta l a s a ll those obnox iou s,  m ea ly -m ou thed, censor iou s,  self-

r igh teou s toss pots y ou 'v e prev iou sly  play ed w ith

Yet  br idge shou ld be a ll abou t  dev eloping  good r ela t ionsh ips w ith  par tners

based on  m u tua l r espect ,  toler ance,  and forg iv eness.  Moreov er ,  if y ou  ask

som eone to be y ou r  par tner  ( or  a ccept  an  inv ita t ion  to be th eir s ),  th en

ther e appear s to be an  ir refu table a r gum ent th a t  y ou  shou ld be "

a ccepting  " of th e consequences.  If y ou  m ake y ou r  own  bed th en  y ou  m ust

lie it  w ithou t  com pla in t .  By  choosing  to ca r r y  on  in  r egu la r  pa r tnersh ips,

y ou  a re effect iv ely  say ing  " I am  happy  w ith  y ou r  ov er a ll gam e pa r tner ,

and I accept  y ou r  fa ilings as I du ly  acknow ledge m y  own  ".

We m ust  a ll str iv e to keep th e " com petit iv e dr iv e " in  per spect iv e,  and in

ba lance w ith  ou r  need to en joy  th e gam e and ou r  par tners' com pany .

Winn ing  a t  br idge shou ld nev er  becom e a  m a tter  of life or

dea th .. . . . .despite th e fact  th a t  som e w ill tell y ou  it 's ev en  m ore im por tan t

than  that  ! Br idge is ju st  a  ca rd gam e wh ich  offer s th e best  m enta l

cha llenge in  th e w or ld,  and w onder fu l oppor tun it ies to m eet  g reat  people

and m ake new  fr iends.

A  pa r tner  shou ld not  be som eone who, in  y ou r  jaundiced v iew , is on ly

ther e to m ake y ou r  life m iserable.  A  pa r tner  shou ld be som eone y ou  can

share a  lau gh  w ith  ov er  m ishaps and m isfor tunes a t  th e table.  Therefor e,
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